‘Global Commodity Frontiers in Comparative Context’

International Workshop, 9-10 December 2016
The transformation of the global countryside has been one of the key processes in the emergence and consolidation of global capitalism over the past 500 years. Providing raw and intermediate materials to satisfy the voracious appetite of machines and city dwellers, the flatlands, valleys, forests, marine spaces, and mountains of the world have been transformed at astonishing and accelerating speed. This process of appropriation of the world’s ecological surpluses has come to be understood as that of shifting ‘commodity frontiers’. The two-day workshop is designed to explore the dynamics of frontier processes and how they relate to social, economic and ecological change in their zones of contact, with a view to developing a comparative approach to understanding the dynamics both of commodity frontiers and the historical trajectories within their frontier zones, as well as assessing new visualisation methodologies in achieving this. The workshop is a collaboration between the Commodities of Empire British Academy Research Project, through its host Institute of Latin American Studies, part of the School of Advanced Study, University of London, and sister host Institute of the Americas, University College London, and the international ‘Commodity Frontiers’ research initiative, organised through the International Institute of Social History (Amsterdam), the University of Ghent, and Harvard University. Papers will be pre-circulated for all to read before the workshop. The format for each panel is that discussants will open the session with comments and questions on each of the panel papers, to which authors will then reply, before opening up the session to general discussion. We encourage papers to be submitted after the workshop for publication in the Commodities of Empire Working Papers series.
Provisional Programme

DAY ONE Friday 9 December 2016

Host: 
Institute of the Americas, University College London

Venue:
51 Gordon Square, London WC1H 0PN, Room 103

11.00-11.30
Coffee, tea and welcome remarks (Jonathan Bell, Director of the UCL Institute of the Americas)
11.30-13.00
Panel 1
Opening new spaces to commodity frontiers
Discussant: Ulbe Bosma (International Institute of Social History, The Netherlands)
· Derek Byerlee (Georgetown University, USA), ‘The Role of State-Supported Technological Progress in Opening Commodity Frontiers’ 
· Rafael Chambouleyron & Karl Arenz (Federal University Pará, Brazil), ‘Frontier of Expansion, Frontier of Settlement: Cacao Exploitation and the Portuguese Colonization of the Amazon Region (17th and 18th centuries)’ 
· Zehra Yasin (SUNY Binghampton, USA), ‘Through the Story of a Road and a Pipeline: The Formation of Commodity Frontiers and Modern States’
13.00-13.45 Lunch

13.45-15.30
Panel 2

External control of frontiers 
Discussant: Jean Stubbs (University of London, UK)
· Samuël Coghe (Justus Liebig University, Germany), ‘Extending the Pastoral Frontier. The Introduction of Cattle Farming in French Equatorial Africa during Late Colonialism’

· Simon Jackson (University of Birmingham, UK), ‘Mining the Frontier? International Agricultural Institutions, Phosphates and Decolonization in French North Africa’

· Jonathan Robins (Michigan Technological University, USA), ‘States, Capitalists, and Peasants in the Palm Oil Industry: The Making of “Planet Palm Oil”’

· Vicent Sanz (Universitat Jaume I, Spain), ‘Tobacco Frontiers in Colonial Areas: Cuba and Philippines between Monopoly and Free Trade during 19th century’
15.30-15.45
Break

15.45-17.15
Panel 3

Internal dynamics of frontier zones 
Discussant: Eric Vanhaute (University of Ghent, Belgium)
· Roger Knight (University of Adelaide, Australia), ‘A Singular Frontier: Sugar, State Power, Mercantile Houses and the Dynamics of Commodity Production in Mid-Nineteenth Century Java’ 
· Boris Verbrugge (Radbaud University, The Netherlands), ‘Small-scale gold mining and the informalization of the gold commodity frontier.’
· Jelmer Vos (Old Dominion University, USA), ‘From Slaves to Coffee: The Expansion of the Coffee Frontier in Nineteenth-Century Angola’

19.00
Dinner, TAS Bloomsbury, 22 Bloomsbury St, London WC1B 3QJ
DAY TWO Saturday 10 September 2016

Host: Institute of Latin American Studies, School of Advanced Study, University of London

Venue:
Senate House, London WC1E 7HU, Room 246

10.00-10.30
Coffee, tea & welcome remarks

10.30-12.00
Panel 4
Frontiers and environment 
Discussant: William Clarence-Smith (SOAS, UK)
· Aparajita Majumdar (Jawaharlal Nehru University, India), ‘Objects of Appropriation: locating the material efficacies of rubber in the north-eastern tracts of British India, 1810-1897’ 
· Geoffrey Pakiam (SOAS, UK), ‘Waterlands: Coconut Farming on the Malay Peninsula, 1840-1960’
· Corey Ross (University of Birmingham, UK), ‘Industry, Environment and the Twin Frontiers of Colonial Africa's Copperbelt’
12.00-12.15 
Break

12.15-13.45
Panel 5

‘End’ of frontiers 
Discussant: Sven Beckert (Harvard University, USA)
· Karin Hofmeester (IISH, The Netherlands), ‘The End of an Extractive Frontier? Diamond Mining in India and Brazil’ 
· François Ruf (CIRAD, UMR Innovation, France), ‘Cocoa Frontiers and Foot Soldiers in Cote d’Ivoire. Why cocoa? What next?’

· Oscar Zanetti (Institute of History, Cuba), ‘The last sugar frontier in Cuba: expansion and consequences’

13.45-14.30
Lunch

14.30-16.00
Panel 6

Applying GIS 
Discussant: Jonathan Curry-Machado (University of London, UK)
· Reinaldo Funes (Fundación Antonio Núñez Jiménez, Cuba), ‘New landscapes of slavery plantation frontiers in 19th century Cuba: The Colon Plains, 1820-1880’

· Sabrina Joseph (Zayed University, Dubai), ‘Mapping the Oil Frontier:  Experts and the British Residency in the Trucial States, 1930s-1960s’
· Joan Martínez Alier (Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain) ‘The EJ-Atlas with Special Reference to Uranium Mining and Nuclear Power Conflicts’
16.00-16.30
Concluding remarks: what next for ‘Commodity Frontiers?’
